
First Presbyterian Church 
Albemarle, North Carolina 

  
 

May 28, 2023 
Day of Pentecost 

 
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

 
 

GATHERING 
CHIMING OF THE HOUR  
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS    

     Please sign the Friendship Register 
  

PRELUDE                          “Variations on Come Holy Spirit”                                  Maurice Durufle  
 

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE                                                Thomas Shedd, acolyte 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP       Psalm 104 
O Lord, how manifold are your works? In wisdom, you have made them all; the earth is full of your 
creatures. 
I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 
May my meditation be pleasing t you, O God, for I rejoice in the Lord. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul. Praise the Lord! 
         

*PRAYER OF THE DAY   
God our Creator, earth has many languages, but your gospel proclaims your love to all nations in 

one heavenly tongue. Make us messengers of the good news that, through the power of the Holy 

Spirit, all the world may unite in one song of praise; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  



 

*HYMN 41                  “O Worship the King, All Glorious Above”                           LYONS 

 

O worship the King, all glorious above, O gratefully sing God's power and God's love; 
Our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of  Days, pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise. 

 

O tell of  God's might, O sing of  God's grace, whose robe is the light, whose canopy space, 
Whose chariots of  wrath the deep thunderclouds form, and dark is God's path on the wings of  the storm. 

 

The earth with its store of  wonders untold, Almighty, your power has founded of  old; 
Established it fast by a changeless decree, and round it has cast, like a mantle, the sea. 

 
Your bountiful care, what tongue can recite? It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 

It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, and sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 
 

Frail children of  dust, and feeble as frail, in you do we trust, nor find thee to fail; 
Your mercies how tender, how firm to the end, our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend. 

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION   

Almighty God, you poured your Spirit upon gathered disciples creating bold tongues, open ears, 

and a new community of faith. We confess that we hold back the force of your Spirit among us. 

We do not listen for your word of grace, speak the good news of your love, or live as a people 

made one in Christ. Have mercy on us, O God. Transform our timid lives by the power of your 

Spirit, and fill us with a flaming desire to be your faithful people, doing your will for the sake of 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 
                      Silent Confession and Reflection       

*Assurance of Forgiveness 
Friends, believe the good news of the gospel. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 
*Response 39                  “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”                                           FAITHFULNESS 

                   (chorus) 

Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new mercies I see. 

      All I have needed thy hand hath provided. Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me.     

 

THE WORD  
ANTHEM                 “Draw us in the Spirit's Tether”                             Harold W. Friedell 
Draw us in the Spirit’s tether; for when humbly, in thy name, Two or three are met together, Thou art in the midst of them: 

Alleluia, Alleluia! Touch we now thy garment’s hem. As the brethren used to gather In the name of Christ to sup, Then with 
thanks to God the Father, break the bread and bless the cup, Alleluia, Alleluia! So knit Thou our friendship up. All our 

meals and all our living make as sacraments of Thee, that by caring, helping, giving, we may true disciples be. Alleluia, 
Alleluia! We will serve Thee faithfully. 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

Almighty God, by the power of your Holy Spirit, speak to us the language of our hearts, that we 

may hear your Word with understanding and answer your call with confidence. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON                   Acts 2:1-21                  pew Bible, page 111 
 

SERMON                          “That Old Time Religion”                   Rev. George 
                                                                       
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A1-21&version=NRSVA


*HYMN  289                          “On Pentecost They Gathered”                                                  MUNICH  

On Pentecost they gathered, quite early in the day, a band of  Christ’s disciples, to worship, sing, and pray. 
A mighty wind came blowing, filled all the swirling air, and tongues of  fire a glowing inspired each person there.  

 
The people all around them were startled and amazed o understand their language, as Christ the Lord they praised.  
What universal message, what great good news was here? That Christ, once dead, is risen to vanquish all our fear.  

 
God pours the Holy Spirit on all those who believe, on women, men, and children who would God’s grace receive.  
That Spirit knows no limit, bestowing life and power. The church, formed and reforming, responds in every hour.  

 
O Spirit, sent from heaven on that day long ago, rekindle faith among us in all life’s ebb and flow.  

O give us ears to listen and tongues aflame with praise, so folk of  every nation glad songs of  joy shall raise. 
 

                                                         RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                                 The Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son, 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 
catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
                   EUCHARIST 
RECEIVING OF THE OFFERING 

  Offertory           “Come Holy Spirit”                                                 Dietrich Buxtehude 
  
 

 *Response  607                    “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                     OLD HUNDRETH 

                Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 

 *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Almighty God, we have opened our hands to you, and our hands have been filled with good 
things. Receive the gifts we bring in gratitude for your care for us, and help us to bless you with 
the dedication of  our lives; through Christ, by the power of  the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
   

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
     Invitation 
     Great Thanksgiving 

 The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. Let us 
give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. It is truly right…who 
forever sing to the glory of your name, saying: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. Thank you for Jesus…that our lives may proclaim the One crucified and 
risen. Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. Gracious God…Now hear us as 
we are bold to pray together the prayer taught to us by our Lord, saying, Our Father who art in 
heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 



Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

     Communion of the People 
     Prayer After Communion 

Gracious God, all glory and honor are yours, almighty God, with the Holy Spirit in the holy 
church, now and forever. Amen.  

  

SENDING 
 

*HYMN 766                        “The Church of  Christ Cannot Be Bound”                                    McKee 
 

The Church of Christ cannot be bound by walls of wood or stone. 
Where charity and love are found, there can the church be known. 

True faith will open up the door and step into the street. 
True service will seek out the poor and ask to wash their feet. 

True love will not sit idly by when justice is denied. 
True mercy hears the homeless cry and welcomes them inside. 

If what we have, we freely share to meet our neighbor’s need, 
Then we extend the Spirit’s care through ev’ry selfless deed. 

The church of Christ cannot be bound by walls of wood or stone. 
Where charity and love are found, there can the church be known. 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

*CHORAL RESPONSE                   “Benediction”                                                           Peter Anglea 
   

*POSTLUDE                  “Toccata in Seven”                                                                        John Rutter 
 

 
*Please stand in body or spirit.                  Bold print indicates places where congregation reads or sings. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PERMISSIONS:  “Variations on Come Holy Spirit”, Maurice Durufle (1902-1986). Hymn tune: Veni Creator Spiritus (Plainsong). 

Public Domain. O Worship the King, All Glorious Above, Text: Robert Grant (1779-1838), 1833. Hymn tune: Lyons, Joseph Martin 

Kraus (1756-1792), 1784. Public domain. . Great Is Thy Faithfulness, Text: Thomas O. Chisholm (1866-1960), Hymn tune: 

Faithfulness, William Marion Runyon (1870-1957) © 1923, renewed 1951 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Used with 

permission under One License A-709512. Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether, Text: Percy Dearmer (1867-1936), © 1931, Oxford 

University Press. Hymn tune: Union Seminary and SATB setting, Harold W. Friedell (1905-1958), © 1957, ren. 1985, H. W. Gray 

Company (admin. Alfred Publishing Co., Inc.). All rights reserved. Used with permission under One License A-709512. On Pentecost 

They Gathered, Text: Jane Parker Huber (1926-2008) © 1981, Jane Parker Huber (admin. Westminster John Knox Press). Used with 

permission under One License A-709512. Hymn tune: Munich, Pub. Neuvermehrtes Meiningisches Gesangbuch, 1693; adapt. Felix 

Mendelssohn, 1847, public domain.  Nun bitten wir den heiligen Geist, Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707). Public domain. Praise God 

from Whom All Blessings Flow, Text: Thomas Ken (1637-1711), 1674.  Hymn tune: Old Hundredth, Genevan Psalter, 1551. Public 

domain. The Church of Christ Cannot Be Bound, Text: Adam M. L. Tice (b. 1979), 2005. © 2005  GIA Publications Inc., All rights 

reserved. Used with permission under One License A-709512. Hymn tune: McKee, African American spiritual; Jubilee Songs, 1884; 

adapt. Harry T. Burleigh (1866-1949), 1940; public domain. Benediction, Text: Jeremiah Rankin (1828-1904), Music: Peter Anglea 

(b. 1988) © 2011, Beckenhorst Press, Inc. Used with permission under One License A-709512. Toccata in Seven, John Rutter (b. 

1945) © 1975, Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. Used with permission under One License A-709512. 

************************************************************************************************************ 

Thank you to Michael Rowland, Frank Poolos, and Chancel Choir for their leadership in worship 

today.  

  

   The acolyte today is Thomas Shedd. 

       

Ushers for May: Jim Hesley (captain), Liz Bryson, Ella Cumming, Steve Cumming, John Palmer,             

Jackson Palmer, Laura McLeod, Leo McLeod, Lee McLaurin.                 

Outside Ushers for May 28:  Tom Norwood, Jim Marshall   

 

Elder Greeters:  Mike King; Ellen Whitley 

 

Streaming Coordinator:  Evan Sanges            Film:  James Cotton                 Nursery: Bailey 

Mitchell     

Kids Crew:  Salem Taylor 
    

There will be no Children’s Church or Faith Sharing today.  

******************************************************************************************************* 

We ask that you keep these people in your prayers: Claude Harwood, Penny Welling (friend of the 

congregation), Gloria Bryson (Trinity Place),  Ann Byrd (Home),  Tim Rodgers, Doris Forte-Spring 

Arbor, Jean Rabe, Anita Gower, Nancy Jolly, Jane Scheer, Elizabeth Wilson, Tara Mackey (friend 

of Linda Andrson), Jason Miller (friend of the congregation), Laura Frazier, Debbie Hinson,              

Rita Morgan, Mike Jewell (brother-in-law of Linda Anderson), Marlene Sanges, Pam Knighten, 

Aza Hudson, Mary Smith- (Mother of Billie Jean Snuggs). See newsletter for complete list.        
********************************************************************************************************** 

Several have expressed the desire to see flowers in the church more often. The church, 

for the most part, is dependent on members who volunteer to place flowers in the 

sanctuary for Sunday morning worship.  Flowers are normally purchased from Blooms 

Royale.  However, the choice of florist or the use of flowers from your garden or other 

sources are certainly acceptable and welcome.  If you have questions about floral 

arrangements for worship please contact Deb Hahn at wolflady520@gmail.com or     

704-985-9419.   
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                                                      If you are not on the Middle School & High School SPOND app 

                                                     Please download it. That is the easiest way for all youth to keep in touch.                 

Here is the link to join   https://group.spond.com/LTOXZ 
*************************************************************************************************************************************************************** 

Monday Night Bible Study 9th-12th graders at the home of Debby Johnston    

(1212 Heritage Dr.) Mondays at 8:30 pm. 

************************************************************************************************************ 
                  PLEASE REMEMBER TO SIGN THE REGISTER 

 

  The Membership Care Committee encourages you to be faithful in signing the 

Friendship Register in worship on Sundays and to register online if you worship there.  

It helps us know when you are not here, which is very important. 
*********************************************************************************************************************************************************************************** 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE CHANGE 

BEGINNING SUNDAY, JUNE 4 
Worship during the months of June, July, and August will 

take place at 10:00 a.m. There will be no Sunday School 

during the summer months. 
******************************************************************************************************************* 

DAY OF PENTECOST                                                                                                                      

Today Sunday, May 28 
 

 

 

The Pentecost Offering connects us with children, youth and young adults — 
each with gifts to share — and offers them opportunities to build a solid 
foundation of faith to last a lifetime. 

  

*****************************************************************************************************************************************************                                                     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The Christian Education Corner  

We encourage children to remain in worship! 

There are worship bags available for them in both 

lobbies of the church. 

Feel free to pick these up anytime 

before, during or after worship. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://group.spond.com/LTOXZ


The 2023 Nominating Committee welcomes your suggestions of persons to be 

considered for service as Deacon or Ruling Elder.  In thinking of folks who may be 

qualified to serve, please consider the following:  worship attendance, participation in 

church activities, service rendered to the church, Christian living in daily life, and 

ability to work cooperatively with others.  Please check with your nominee(s) to 

confirm he/she is willing to serve if elected.  Terms are for 3 years.  Refer to the lists on 

the back of the bulletin and newsletter for current officers. 
 

Suggestions for Deacon                                                  Suggestions for Ruling Elder 
1. ____________________                                            1.  ____________________ 

2. ____________________                                            2.  ____________________ 

3. ____________________                                            3.  ____________________ 

4. ____________________                                            4.  ____________________ 
 

or email committee members: 
Ronnie Michael, Chair        grmichael@windstream.net 
Jackson Palmer         jackson.palmer@my.graystoneday.org 
Myron Lowder                          lowderme@live.com 
Ken Knight               kbknight16@gmail.com 
Gayle Russell                 gayleruss@gmail.com 
Kim Andrew    kjabrk@yahoo.com 
Emily Andrew    em.andrew21@gmail.com                

*************************************************************************************************************************************** 

END-OF-YEAR BRUNCH FOR CENTRAL ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL STAFF MONDAY, JUNE 12 
  

Brunch will be served at Central Elementary School at 8:30 in the 

cafeteria. We have had great response for volunteer help, but welcome 

more! Please contact Ruth Cotton (hugawolf@hotmail.com or  704-

942-1381) if you can help. Also, sign-up sheets are in the Pit Stop. 
********************************************************************************************************************************* 

FATHER’S DAY FLOWERS 

On Father’s Day, the flowers in the sanctuary will be in honor/memory of fathers.  Each 

name is $2.00.  Please mail, deliver, or place in the offering plate your money with the 

form below NO LATER THAN SUNDAY, JUNE 11.  Please make your check 

payable to First Presbyterian Church and designate for Father’s Day Flowers.  The 

names of donors and those being honored/remembered will be listed on Father’s Day, June 18.   
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

FATHER’S DAY FLOWERS 

Please print below the information exactly as it is to appear in the bulletin. 
 

In memory 

of:________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Given 

by:____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In honor 

of:__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Given 

by:____________________________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:hugawolf@hotmail.com


 

OPPORTUNITIES THIS WEEK 

Sunday, May 28 

Day of Pentecost, The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

      9:45 am  Sunday School 

    11:00 am  *Worship                                 No Wired Word 

      6:00 pm   SNL (TBD if having)             Class till Sept. 

Monday, May 29 

Memorial Day 

Church Office Closed 

    10:00 am Morning Prayer via Zoom 

      8:30 pm High School Bible Study- home of Debby Johnson 

Wednesday, May 31 

  6:45 am   Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

   10:00 am   Morning Prayer via Zoom 

Thursday, June 1 

     4:00 pm  Zoom Bible Study with Catherine & Matt Moeller 

Friday, June 2 

Food truck Friday City Lake Park 

      5:30 pm- 9:00 pm  FPC Fellowship at the Park 

Sunday, June 4                                                                                                         

Trinity Sunday, The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper/ 

Ten-Cents-a-Meal Offering 

       9:15 am   Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

     10:00 am  *Worship 
     

*childcare provided 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                    
      

        

      
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The offering as part of our worship is a response to God’s grace. The plates will be passed by the ushers or 

you may make your gift by scanning the QR Code here.  Thank you for your generosity. 

 

 

 

       HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

                     May 

 28- Rebekah Ayscue 

 30- Jackson Lisk 

 31- David Holbrook 

       John Palmer 

                     June 

01- Barbara Whitley 

02- Iris Coggins 

Ben Jolly 

Mike King 

Martha Wolf 

03- Heather Hatley 

Mary Kesselman 

    HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

                     May 

 30- Al & Becky Andrew 

       Dan Samples & Martha Sue 

Hall 

 31- Aaron & Alison Whisnant 

                     June 

 02- Ross & Peggy Finley 

       Jim & Kim Marshall 
   

         

   

   
          

          

          

         

   

      

 

   

        

   

   

   

        

         
    
   

       
   

 

 

 

 
 

  

   
    
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

JULY 

 

Elders 

Al Andrew, Ann Crutchfield, Bill Jolly,                     

Mary Kesselman, Heather Kilde, 

 Mike King, Lee McLaurin, Kim Marshall,                    

Ronnie Michael, Catherine Moeller, Jackson 

Palmer   

Chris Whitley, Ellen Whitley 

 

Deacons 

Keith Bryson, Shannon Bullard, Michelle 

Cumming,     Wes Eudy, Jim Hesley, Liz Jolly, 

Myron Lowder, 

Laura McLeod, Frank Poolos. Brett Richards,           

Carol Sasser, Billie Jean Snuggs  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tithes and offerings may be mailed 

to: 

          First Presbyterian Church 

P.O. Box 1578                                                

Albemarle, NC  28002 

 

Online giving can be done 

through the church’s website 

(www.fpcalbemarle.org).   

Click on the GIVE button. 

 

Church Staff 

Transitional Pastor, Rev Catherine George 

Transitional Director of Christian Ed, Melissa Eudy 

Dir Fellowship/Congregational Care, Jane Snyder 

Director of Music, Dr. Frank Poolos 

Organist, Interim, Michael Rowland 

Office Manager, Kyle Lambert 

Secretary, Beth Poolos 

Facilities Manager, Shawn Graeff 

 

 

http://www.fpcalbemarle.org/

